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Wednesday, 9th March 2016  
 
DATES TO REMEMBER  

 
 
‘Reach out for everything you want to 
ACHIEVE.’ 
 
 

PRINCIPALS MESSAGE 
Grandparents Day 
It was great to see so many grandparents and friends 
visiting us and spending time with the boys and girls, 
they loved having you at school. Thank you to Mr Miller 

for organising the event and to the P&C for the delicious 
morning tea they provided.  
 

 
 
School Attendance 
Education for your child is important and regular 
attendance at school is essential for your child to 
achieve their educational best and increase their career 
and life options. NSW public schools work in partnership 
with parents to encourage and support regular 
attendance of children and young people. When your 
child attends school every day, learning becomes easier 
and your child will build and maintain friendships with 
other children. 
 
School Hours and Supervision 
Parents and caregivers are reminded that school starts 
at 8.55 am and finishes at 2.50 pm. Supervision begins 
at 8.25 am and no students should be at school before 
this time. All children who are late need to be signed in 
at the office and are marked as a partial absence. If you 
need to take your child early for an appointment from 
school, you will need to sign them out from the office. 

DATE EVENT 
9 March P&C Meeting AGM – see attachment 
10 March Selective High School Test 
14 March Canteen now open on Mondays 
16 March Sydney North Swimming Carnival 
16 March CANTEEN CLOSED 
17 March Book Club due 

22 March Easter Hat Parade K-2 & Easter 
Raffle Drawn 

23 March CANTEEN CLOSED 
25 March  Public Holiday – Good Friday  
28 March Public Holiday – Easter Monday 
29 March  Stage 3 CARES Bike Program  
30 March Stage 3 CARES Bike Program 
30 March CANTEEN CLOSED 
8 April Last Day of Term 1 
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Please collect your child promptly in the afternoon. If 
you know you are going to be late, then please make 
alternative arrangements either with a friend or 
neighbour or After School Care. 
 
Absent From School 
It is a legal requirement that all absences be explained 
by parents within seven days of the first day of absence, 
either by phone or note. An unexplained absence will 
result in a note being sent home asking you to explain 
the absence. With absences that are less than a week, 
please send in a note upon your child’s return to school. 
For longer absences, please make an initial phone call 
to school to explain the reason for the absence, then 
follow up with a written note upon your child’s return to 
school. If you are intending on taking extended leave, 
please ask for an extended leave application form from 
the office.  
 
Arrival Time  
Arriving at school and class on time is very important as 
it: 

• ensures students do not miss out on important 
learning activities scheduled early in the day; 

• helps students learn the importance of 
punctuality and routine; 

• gives students time to greet their friends before 
class; and 

• reduces classroom disruption. 
Lateness is recorded as a partial attendance and needs 
to be explained by parents. 
 
NAPLAN Test Dates  
Test dates for all students in Years 3 and 5 are the 10th, 
11th and 12th May. The 13th May is a catch up date for 
students who were away on the day of testing. Please 
avoid making appointments for students on these dates 
as the information gained from the testing program is 
very important for both parents and the school. 
 
Staff News 
Mrs Haydon is replacing Mrs English on 4E for the rest 
of the term. Mrs English has had to take unexpected 
leave. She will be back next term. 
 
P&C AGM Meeting 
Our P&C’s AGM will commence at 7 pm tonight. 
Everyone is welcome to attend and we would love to 
see some new faces at the meeting. The P&C does 
much to support our school and we are very grateful for 
what they do. 
 
Nitbusters 
The school’s Nitbusters Program is an excellent way of 
identifying any unwelcome visitors in the boys and girls 
hair. We are fortunate to have this program in our 
school and as a result we do not have ongoing 

problems with nits. If your child comes home with a note 
recommending treatment, it would be appreciated if you 
could do this straight away by treating your childs hair, 
brushes, combs, bands and ribbons. Clothing will need 
to be washed before it is worn again, along with 
bedding. Pillows and mattresses should be aired in the 
sunshine.  
Nitbusters is a free service provided by the P&C which 
helps to ensure that nits are not an ongoing problem. 
This terms Nitbusters Day was on last Tuesday. A BIG 
thank you to Lorelei Barkley and her amazing team for 
the great job they did. Nitbusters is a great initiative and 
we often have other schools contacting us to find out 
how to run this program, we are a lighthouse school in 
this regard. 
 
Selective High School Test 
Students sitting for the Selective High School test are 
reminded that it will take place tomorrow at Wyong High 
School between 9 am – 1.30 pm. 
 
Busy Fortnight 
We have a lot on in the next fortnight with the K-2 
Easter Hat Parade, K-6 Harmony Day and the Mariners 
visit. Notes are going home explaining the organisation 
for these special events. 
 
Medical Information Forms 
Please note that it is a legal requirement for us to obtain 
a current, activity specific Medical Information Form for 
all students going on excursions, including sport and 
other school based activities that take place off the 
school site. Our apologies for any inconvenience this 
may cause. 
 
Until next time, 
Mrs Linda Trigg 
 
CLASSROOM EFFORT & BEHAVIOUR POINTSCORE 
Week 6 – Winning House – Koalas 
Koalas – 38  Emus – 37 
Platypus – 29  Kangaroos - 26 
 
CLASSROOM AWARDS K-2 
Week 6 – Lily H, Jayden C KM, Chace B, Bella P KS, 
Ebony B, Xavier D KT, Angus B, Shayla R K/1B, Harry 
K, Emilie W 1A, Lucian D, Ella T 1MK, Tallon M, Ruby H 
1/2G, Lily M, Damon R 2M, Hamish P, Alexa S 2F, Ayva 
D, Neo C Library 
Week 7 – William D, Izak F KM, Sophia M, James F KS, 
Finlay E, Will C KT, Gabrielle B, Samuel B K/1B, Hunter 
F, Isla C 1A, Alec B, Isabella S 1MK, Caelli T, Ryley B 
1/2G, Lara R, Oliver J 2M, Liam D, Ruby M 2F, Hannah 
D, Reef C Library 
 
 
 



CLASSROOM AWARDS 3-6 
Week 5 – Lainey G, James A 3P, Julie L, Brock M 3RE, 
Natalie G, Patrick E 3/4B, Levi H, Dusty P 4A, Zedame 
M, Xanthia T 4E, Cody W, Katie D 5AK, Suzie M, Nina 
C 5D, Leianna S, James G 5/6W, Cameron H, Callum S 
6E, Milly H, Daine M Library 
Week 6 – Billy G, Alison K 3P, Linkin P, Shayla W 3RE, 
Brayden F, Charlotte R 3/4B, Chloe M, Giselle B 4A, 
Hunter W, Felicity M 4E, Addison A, Tina C 5AK, 
Georgia K, Imogen B 5D, Bailey M, Ava P 5/6W, Bronte 
M, Annabelle D 6E, John S, Maja H Library, Corey A, 
Jacob F RFF (Mrs McLean) 
Week 7 – Heidi W, Logan K 3P, Travis C, Ruby D 3RE, 
Ruby M, Max F 3/4B, Connor K, Josephine C 4A, Grace 
C, Jesse B 4E, Corey S, Lilijana R 5AK, Layla C, 
Tammy W 5D, Quang V, Blake W 5/6W, Max M, 
Charlotte M 6E, Timothy J, Hollie B Library 
 
SPOTLIGHT ON KT!       
KT has had a fantastic start to the year! We are working 
really hard to establish routines within the classroom, 
particularly during the morning L3 session. While Mrs 
Bradney works with all the students in small group 
instruction for reading and writing, the students are 
engaged in a variety of independent activities. The focus 
of these activities at the beginning of the year is learning 
high frequency sight words, initial sounds and working 
on fine motor skills. One of the students’ favourite 
activities are the iPads! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTARY SCHOOL CONTRIBUTIONS 
Our Voluntary Contributions for this year have been set 
at $46.00 per student or $100.00 per family. The 
voluntary contribution from our parents is an important 
part of school finances that contribute to our ability to 
ensure we have adequate resources in the classroom 
for your children. Our school delivers great learning 
programs for students and your support is appreciated. 
  
Reminder invoices will be sent home in the coming 
weeks to all families who have not yet paid the 
contribution. 
Payment of the contributions can be made via Parent 
Online Payment (POP) under the Voluntary 
Contributions tab or by cash or cheque and can be paid 
at the office or sent to the class teacher. 
 
BOOK CLUB – Due 17th March 
Issue 2 of Scholastic Book Club is due back at school 
by Thursday, 17th March. Orders can be made online or 
by placing form in a clearly marked envelope and 
sending to the class teacher or office. 
 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
Ourimbah Public School has a staff member who is a 
JP. Please phone the school office to arrange a suitable 
time if needing the services of a Justice of the Peace. 
 
GRANDPARENTS DAY 
Yesterday, members of the P&C, along with the help of 
some fantastic volunteers hosted our annual 
Grandparents morning tea.  
We served bottomless cups of tea and coffee and our 
baker extraordinaire, the much loved Grandma of 
James and Lincoln A, Jean Brooks, baked her heart out 
and served up a spread that would put any French 
Patisserie to shame. We cannot thank you enough for 
your wonderful contribution. 
We were pleased to see so many of our Grandparents 
and friends attend our beautiful school and enjoy a 
much deserved special day in their honour.  
 
We would like to give thanks to the following people for 
their enthusiasm, smiles and overall help on the day: 
Michelle Nicholson, Natalie Radford, Lisa Booth, Deb 
Ballinger and Jane Demellweek. 
It was a pleasure to work alongside each and every one 
of you awesome ladies. Thank you. 
 
Leanne Diggle & Kylie Brooks 
P&C Social Conveners  
 
OUR GARDEN 
The corn has been harvested and the beds are now 
being prepared for an autumn planting. 



The students will then have an opportunity to plant 
carrot, radish and lettuce seeds as well as suitable 
autumn seedlings. 
The herb garden is going well with sage, thyme, 
marjoram, mint, oregano and French tarragon currently 
in place. 
Each child will be receiving a seedling starter pack this 
week to encourage them to start a small vegetable or 
herb garden at home.  
Gary Edwards 
  
CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 
A huge thank you to all students from Kindergarten to 
Year 6 for their time and effort last Friday clearing our 
school grounds of rubbish. It was pleasing to note that it 
took a lot of effort to locate rubbish to fill the bags 
provided on the day. Now we must all work together to 
keep our school, Ourimbah and Australia clean and tidy 
every day. 
Gary Edwards and Kelly Bissett  
Organisers 
  
RAP TRAIL AND FROG PONDS 
Several classes over the last few weeks have been able 
to access the rainforest and frog ponds for class 
learning activities. The students would like to thank Mrs 
Moore and Mrs Worrall for their hard work as parent 
leaders who have continued to give their time 
maintaining these areas of natural beauty. With a little 
rain the frog ponds may become active and encourage 
the frog life to return. This would no doubt be great for 
future science and environmental activities K to 6. Staff 
members of the Environment Committee will soon be 
attending a forum based on environmental 
sustainability. It is hoped that ideas from the forum can 
lead to further environmental initiatives at Ourimbah 
Primary school. 
Please note that during classroom visits to the 
rainforest, insect repellant may be used to deter 
leeches. Please advise your child’s class teacher if 
he/she is not to have insect repellant applied. 
Gary Edwards and Kelly Bissett  
Environment Committee 
 
RAP (RAINFOREST ACCESS PROJECT) 
Weekly Working Bee 
There is a weekly working bee each Tuesday morning 
(9 - 10 am) this term, to help our school’s rainforest and 
frog ponds look their best. If you enjoy working outdoors 
and are able to volunteer one or two hours as a one-off, 
or each week, please dress in gardening clothes, with 
closed shoes and meet outside the office at 9 
am.  Gardening gloves and equipment are provided. 
 
K-2 EASTER HAT PARADE 
The K-2 Easter Hat Parade will be held on Tuesday, 
22nd March at 12 noon. The Parade will be held under 

Ourimbah Public School’s COLA. Parents of K-2 
children are invited to attend this special event and help 
us celebrate Easter. Students are to wear their full 
school uniform. The children will be making their Easter 
hats during class time.  
It would be very much appreciated if Year 1 - 2 parents 
were able to send in some craft items as a donation by 
Friday, 11th March (Kindergarten children do not need to 
bring craft items). 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
K-2 Teachers 
 
FUNGI FORAY & FOREST FROLIC 
3:15pm- 4:45pm, Thursday 31st March 
You’re all invited to OPS C oval for light afternoon tea 
and an informative tour through our Rainforest Access 
Project (R.A.P.) Trail with Wyong Shire Council’s fungi 
expert, Nikki Bennetts. Depending on the weather we 
may see a little or a lot of fungi, but there are lots of 
other things to observe at this time of the year. All 
children need to attend with an adult for supervision. 
Please bring: Gum boots or good covered shoes, long 
sleeved top and pants, water, sunscreen. Students can 
get changed at school. 
Optional: Camera or magnifying glass. 
RSVP Friday, 25th March: please help us plan for this 
event by simply texting the number of participants to 
Nicole Worrall on 0431540633 
Event sponsored by the P&C RAP Team and Wyong 
Shire Council 

ICAS COMPETITIONS DUE NOW 
Tomorrow is your last chance to enter the ICAS Maths, 
English or Science competitions for Years 3 – 6. Signed 
permission notes and full payment must be sent to the 
school office tomorrow or paid via POP tonight. 
Late entries cannot be accepted. 
 
MATHLETICS & READING EGGS DUE NOW 
Please finalise your payments for Mathletics and 
Reading Eggs as soon as possible. This was due on 
Thursday, 3rd March and children will not have access to 
these valuable learning tools until payment has been 
received. 
 
 
 



LEARNING MANAGEMENT BUSINESS REFORM 
(LMBR) 
The Department of Education is implementing a major 
reorganisation of the way school finances and student 
administration is processed. 
Over a 10 week period starting today, 2 office staff 
members will be attending 15 days of training to learn 
the implementation of the new systems. During this time 
all effort will be made by office administration staff to 
ensure the smooth transition to the new system without 
disrupting daily routines; however please be patient 
during this time. 
 
There will also be a one week period from 10th May 
until 16th May where we will transition to the new 
finance system and bank account. During this time we 
will not be able to accept payments by cash, cheque or 
online. 
It would be very helpful if all outstanding payments for 
Mathletics, Reading Eggs, Voluntary Contributions, etc 
could be finalised as soon as possible. 
More information will come home in coming weeks.  
 
SPORT NEWS 
BWPSSA FOOTBALL TRIALS 
Good luck to Thomas W, Daniel W and Oliver B who will 
all be attending the boys Football Trials at Lisarow 
today. 
Gary Edwards 
 
OURIMBAH PRIMARY CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL 
The Year 3 to 6 Cross Country Carnival will again be 
held around the perimeter of Sohier Park on Friday, 1st 
April. Friday, 8th April will be the back up day if it rains 
and we need to postpone the carnival. 
The students will commence training for the event 
during class P.E. time and are also encouraged to 
prepare with distance running at home. 
 
An information and permission note will be sent home in 
the weeks leading up to the event. A team will be 
selected to participate at the Brisbane Water Carnival 
from placings on the day. Talented Year 2 runners will 
be required to send a note to Mr Edwards before 
Wednesday, 16th March to be considered. The 8 & 9 
years division is combined and will include the majority 
of Year 3, therefore only extremely talented runners will 
be considered. 
 
Gary Edwards & Louise Kimpton  
Carnival organisers 
 
CRICKET REPORT 
On Thursday, 3rd March our boys cricket team played in 
the first two rounds of the NSWPSSA Knockout 
competition.  
We played Wyong in the first game and battled hard to 

win an evenly balanced contest. Logan was outstanding 
in the field, Blake and Jake were our most successful 
bowlers and Corey and Cruz led the way when batting.  
 
We managed to chase their 59 runs in 17 overs. 
The second game against Valley View was much more 
challenging and we were bowled out for 29 runs in 15 
overs. We gave our all in the field, but were unable to 
defend the total. 
 
Both matches were played in great spirit and the team 
was a pleasure to take away. A special thank you to all 
of the parents who assisted with transport and Wayne 
Wagenaer who worked tirelessly on the scorebook.    
 
Well done team! We'll aim for round three next year...  
Mr Wilson 
 

 
 
SWIMMING CARNIVAL 2016 
We held our annual Primary Swimming Carnival on 
Wednesday, 24th February at the Peninsula Leisure 
Centre. Swimmers of all abilities turned up to have a go, 
both in the 50 m pool and in the novelty events.  
 
All of our students should be congratulated on their 
wonderful attitude and willingness to have a go. 
  
The overall house points have been tallied and the 
perpetual shield has been sent away for engraving. We 
are also having our age champions trophies prepared. 
When these are returned we will hold a presentation to 
announce the final results and publish the results in the 
newsletter.  
I would like to send a special thank you out to all of the 
parents who volunteered their time at the carnival 
assisting with time keeping and judging.  
 
BRISBANE WATER ZONE CARNIVAL 
On Monday, 7th March, 29 of our students travelled to 
the Peninsula to represent our school at the Zone 
Swimming Carnival. All of our swimmers gave their best 
efforts and should be proud of their achievements. A 
special congratulations to Suzanna M, Michael M, Cody 



W, Corey S, Olivia W, Cooper M, Keith S, Shayla W, 
Timothy J and Jed H who have qualified for the Sydney 
North Carnival which is to be held at Homebush Aquatic 
Centre on Wednesday, 16th March. 
Mr Wilson 
 
UNIFORM SHOP  
Operating Hours – Mondays & Thursdays 
The opening hours for the uniform shop are as follows: 

Mondays 8.30 am - 9.30 am 
                          Thursdays 2.30 pm - 3.00 pm 
Online ordering and eftpos are available in the Uniform 
Shop. Order forms are also available from the office with 
an option to make arrangements for collecting/paying at 
the canteen or from the uniform shop. 
 
P&C EASTER RAFFLE 
Thank you to all the families who have already returned 
their sold raffle tickets.  More raffle tickets are available 
at the office if required. 
We are still accepting Easter Raffle donations for the 
prizes.  Please leave all Easter donations at the office. 
Thank you to the families who have brought in 
donations to this year’s Easter Raffle. 
 
Kind regards,  
P&C Easter Raffle team 
 
EASTER RAFFLE TOP TEN PRIZES 

 
 
ANZAC DAY MARCH 
Traditionally our school has always taken part in the 
town march on Anzac Day. The march will be held on 

Monday, 25th April and will leave from Yates Road at 
2.30 pm. 
Our school officials or senior students usually lead our 
school group followed by any interested students. 
Please be aware that parental supervision is necessary 
as there may not be any staff supervision. If your son or 
daughter can be present on the day it would be greatly 
appreciated. The march will finish inside the school 
grounds for the official Anzac Day Ceremony, run by the 
Ourimbah-Lisarow RSL Sub Branch.  
Students are expected to wear full school uniform, 
however as a mark of respect we will not be wearing 
school hats for the purpose of the march.  
Thanks for your support. 
 
BLUE GUM CANTEEN NEWS 
Open on Mondays 
The canteen will open on Mondays for a trial period until 
the end of Term 2. This means the canteen is now open 
4 days a week for your convenience. Don’t forget you 
can place your recess and lunch orders online using the 
FlexiSchools website. Orders must be placed before the 
cut off time of 9 am each morning. 
 
Canteen Volunteers 
Ourimbah Public School is very lucky to have welcomed 
many new volunteers to the canteen this year. They join 
our team of regular helpers, who have donated their 
time for many years.  
As you can see, mums, dads and grandparents are 
welcome to come along and join in the fun of being a 
canteen volunteer.  
 

 
 
RADICAL RECESS – 17th March 
The canteen will be holding a RAINBOW DAY Radical 
Recess on Thursday, 17th March.  



Bring your spare change and join in the fun at the 
canteen at recess. There will be many rainbow themed 
items for sale, ranging from 50c to $1.00 each. 
 

 
 
Elise Blomfield 
Canteen Supervisor 
 
CAMP AUSTRALIA 
During the past fortnight at Camp Australia, Ourimbah, 
we have been really involved in sensory craft. The 
children have been using clay to create amazing things 
like volcanos, people and animals! They have also been 
using plasticine to create cute little fruit platters and 
some children even recreated themselves as plasticine 
people. Chalk has also been really popular with the 
children creating fantastic artworks on the pathway that 
leads to the OOSH room. We have also been doing 
some great cooking activities, including Yum Yum Balls 
(cocoa and coconut balls) and also making our own 
popcorn!  
 
HOLIDAY CLUB 
We are also really excited for these upcoming holidays, 
where the theme is Jungle! We have planned a wide 
variety of activities and games using the Jungle theme, 
including face painting, animal charades and a special 
Jungle animal disco, along with many more fun and 
exciting activities! If you would like more information 
about this and to see what we have to offer or to check 
out our program, please don't hesitate to pop in and 
come and see us in our OSHC room, or give us a call 
anytime! 

REGISTERING WITH CAMP AUSTALIA 
Registering your child is quick and easy.  Visit our 
website to begin the enrolment process 
on www.campaustralia.com.au and follow the online 
process. 
Once registered you can make bookings and 
cancellations, view your statements and manage your 
details online, any time. Contact: 0411 298219 
Opening hours:  
Before School Care 6:30 am - 9:00 am  
After School Care 2:30 pm - 6:30 pm  
Holiday Club 7:00 am – 6:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

P&C ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
TONIGHT 

7 pm in staffroom 
All welcome 

 

http://www.campaustralia.com.au/
tel:0411298219


COMMUNITY NEWS AND ADVERTISEMENTS 
PLAY RUGBY LEAGUE IN 2016 
Ourimbah / Wyoming Junior Rugby League Football 
Club registration is still open for kids in all age groups. 
1st child $140, 2nd child $130, 3rd child $120 
Under 6 junior magpie special only $80 
 
Registration includes Club Polo Shirt and a training 
shirt, plus shorts, socks and insurance. 
 
Contact: registrar@ourimbahjuniors.com.au or call Kath 
on 0415 732 727 
 
MINI ROOS 
Introduction to football for 3 to 5yr olds! 
Do you have a child from 3 to 5 yrs old that would love 
to start developing their football skills? OUFC is 
implementing the Football NSW Mini Roos program for 
local children at our grounds at Chittaway Rd, Ourimbah 
in April. Please see attached flyer for details.  
 

 
 
 
GREAT MOSCOW CIRCUS 
When: Wednesday, 23rd March – Monday, 28th March 
Where: Mingara Recreational Grounds, Mingara Drive, 
Tumbi Umbi 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

NIAGARA PARK OURIMBAH DOCKERS 
Youth Girls Come and Try AFL 

4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Tuesday, 15th March 2016 at Lisarow 
Sporting Precinct, Lisarow 
The Come and Try session will include an introduction 
to AFL skills, as well as a number of fun interactive 
activities. Youth Girls Football across the Central Coast 
is very social and all about having a kick with other girls 
across the Central Coast, for girls aged 12 – 16 years 
old. We Play Sunday Footy. 
For further information please contact Ben on 0439 431 
503 or head to playafl.com.au 
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