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DATES TO REMEMBER  

 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Dear parents and community members, 
Last week was a busy one for staff as professional 
learning sessions ramped up across the district. At 
school, teachers participated in a workshop 
about grammar; three teachers went to Newcastle for 

induction to the "7 Steps to Writing Success" program; 
two staff members attended a full day hearing support 
workshop and one teacher completed 3 x 1 hour Adobe 
Connect sessions around NAPLAN Online. Some of this 
training is in the teacher's own time and highlights the 
commitment the staff has providing the best possible 
education for your children. 
  
Today, Years 3-6 attended the swimming carnival. As 
usual, Ourimbah students were well behaved and very 
supportive of their friends and house groups. Thumbs 
up to all those students who 'had a go' and 
congratulations to those who achieved well.  Students 
selected to represent OPS at the next level will be 
notified very soon. 
  
Would parents of boys who attend OPS please have a 
quiet word about appropriate places to urinate. 
Unfortunately, there has been an increase in the 
number of boys using the bathroom floor rather than the 
urinals and, consequently, the bathroom smells worse 
than usual. I have asked teachers to have a 
conversation with the boys in their classes, but would 
appreciate your support in this. 
  
This afternoon, I am meeting with a small group of 
parents to develop some protocols around our uniform 
additions. Thanks to those parents who were unable to 
attend but sent in suggestions for consideration.  As 
soon as the protocols are decided, I will send them out 
to all families. Please note: the pleated shorts and the 
polo shirt are NOT mandatory. They are an optional 
extra. 
  

DATE EVENT 
5 – 9 March Mobile Dental Visits 
5 March Aboriginal Parent Afternoon Tea 
6 March Nitbuster’s Day – volunteers needed 
7 March CANTEEN CLOSED 
9 March  BWPSSA Zone Swimming Carnival 
12 March School Photo Day 
12 March CANTEEN CLOSED 
14 March  CANTEEN CLOSED 

14 March P&C AGM – see notice in P&C 
section 

15 March Student Banking – Commonwealth 
Bank Account Information Day 

19 – 21 March St 3 CARES Bike Program 
19 March  CANTEEN CLOSED 
21 March CANTEEN CLOSED 
27 March Easter Hat Parade 
30 March Good Friday Public Holiday 
3 April Easter Monday Public Holiday 

10 April Grandparent’s Day (please note 
change of date) 
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Our staff car park has been a much safer place this 
term. Thank you to all parents for considering the safety 
of students and staff. 
  
Have a great week, 
Glynis Lugnan 
Principal 
 
CLASSROOM EFFORT & BEHAVIOUR POINTSCORE 
Week 3 – Winning House – Kangaroos 
Kangaroos – 23  Emus – 19 
Koalas – 14  Platypus – 12  
 
CORE VALUES 
Values 
This fortnight we are focusing on the core value of 
‘Cooperation’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLASSROOM AWARDS K-2 
Week 4 – Elsie M, Kadyn A KA, Stella H, Nate E KL, 
Jessica M, Bella C K/1B, Madeline L, Nate M K/1S, 
Liam W, Joshua B, 1/2A, Micah L, Charlotte R 1/2GS, 
Ava M, Flynn W 1/2N, Angus B, Finlay E 2M, Brody T, 
Chloe W Library 
Week 5 – Mia I, Kaleb W KA, Kaitlyn K, Blake S KL, 
Holly T, Ashton C K/1B, Cooper E, Willow Y K1/S, 
Summer H, Abbey M 1/2A, Gabby B, Preston W 1/2AM, 
Joel D, Mali G 1/2GS, Jackson H, Bella P 1/2N, William 
C, Sienna R 2M, Chloe N, Jarrakye D 
 
CLASSROOM AWARDS 3-6 
Week 4 – Aleah M 3M, Quinlan B, Hazel S 3/4E, 
Taneisha P, Cooper G 3/4M, Lacey M, Damon R 4/5B, 
Alexander P, Charlotte R 5/6E, Grace C, Byron S 
5/6ES, Juliette H, Jack W 5/6F, John S, Sophie C 5/6K, 
Heidi H, Neesa D Library 
Week 5 – Joseph D 3M, Mia C, 3/4A, Sam B, Sophie W 
3/4E, Lara R, Ethan W 3/4M, William M, Abigail C 4/5B, 
Kayleigh G, Michaela L 5/6E, Jordyn P, Poppy L 5/6ES, 
Jade E, Jed H 5/6F, James W 5/6K, AJ M, Ruby H 
Library 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
Congratulations to Lainey G, Annabel N, Lucinda M, 
Kayleigh G, Michaela L, Indyanna P, Sophie C and 
Taya W who represented OPS at a Debating Workshop 

last week at Avoca Public School. Their behaviour and 
willingness to participate in the workshop is to be 
commended. Miss Brown is incredibly proud of you. 
 
At OPS all students learn about and are recognised 
when they display our 9 core values. I would like to 
acknowledge John S, Nathan C and Joed M-P. Last 
week these boys went above and beyond, 
demonstrating their willingness to care for others and be 
responsible. Congratulations boys. 
 
On Monday I had a visit from Carrera B from 3/4M. 
Carrera shared her writing with me. It was a pleasure to 
see how hard she has been working in class and I really 
enjoyed learning about her weekend adventures at the 
beach.  
 
PLEASE BE MINDFUL OF OUR NEIGHBOURS 
It has been brought to our attention that cars have been 
parking across or close to driveways in the afternoons. 
Please be mindful that Dog Trap Road can be busy of 
an afternoon as students are leaving school and the 
RSL have kindly allowed us to use their parking space 
for parents before and after school. At no time should 
parents be parking in or across other people’s 
driveways.  
 
Please also speak to your children about being 
considerate of others as they walk home. Unfortunately 
it has been reported that rubbish is being left in the front 
yards of our neighbours on Dog Trap Road. If you or 
your children have rubbish, please dispose of it correctly 
rather than leave it for our kind neighbours to pick up.  
 
MOBILE DENTIST VISIT TO OPS 
Thank you to all the parents who have returned their 
students dental notes. The cut-off date has now expired 
and we will NOT be accepting any more notes. DMMSG 
will be providing dental checks to eligible students at 
Ourimbah Public School in Week 6 of this term.  
 
DMMSG is a mobile dental service group 
providing essential dental treatment for kids aged 2 to 
17 under the Medicare scheme CDBS. Parents will be 
advised if dental fillings and/or x-ray are required. If you 
have any further queries about this program please 
contact Mrs Wakelin on 4362 1033. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Please remember that parents must provide an 
explanation for absences to the school within 7 
days from the first day of any period of absence. 
Where an explanation has not been received within the 
7 day timeframe, the school will record the absence as 
unjustified on the student’s record. 
 
 

OURIMBAH PUBLIC SCHOOL VALUES 
 

CO-OPERATION 
 

Working together to achieve common 
goals, providing support to others and 
engaging in peaceful resolution of conflict. 

 



HIGH SCHOOL 
It is time to start the transition of your child from Year 6 
to Year 7. Expression of Interest forms were sent home 
to all Year 6 students last week. These forms need to be 
completed and returned to Mrs Wakelin before the 
16th March. If you have any questions relating to High 
School or need assistance in completing these forms 
please contact me on 4362 1033. If you have not 
received a High School form for any reason please 
come and see me. 
 
As part of the transition process Lisarow High and the 
local primary schools work closely together to provide 
opportunities for our Stage 3 students. Starting this term 
all Year 6 students, regardless of their chosen High 
School, will be invited to attend Lisarow High for one 
day each term with their class teachers. More 
information will come out in the next week, we do 
however encourage you to take up this opportunity as it 
provides the students with an insight into what High 
School is like and the opportunities that are available. 
 
MINDCAMP 
MindCamp is a gifted and talented enrichment program 
for Years 1-6. MindCamp’s Gifted and Talented 
weekend enrichment program provides engaging two-
day courses to meet the intellectual and social needs of 
high-ability students. 
 
This year, the first weekend program is on Saturday, 
24th and Sunday, 25th March. It will be held at Lisarow 
High School and there are a variety of programs on 
offer. If you are after further information please refer 
to the attached brochure included in this newsletter 
or to the website www.mindcamp.com.au 
 
NAPLAN ONLINE 
Significant planning, research and trialling has been 
ongoing since 2017 to support the move to NAPLAN 
Online. Online testing creates new opportunities for 
teachers and students that are not possible with pencil 
and paper tests. 
Our school will be one of approximately 500 schools in 
NSW that will be transitioning to NAPLAN Online this 
year. This means our students in Years 3 and 5 will 
complete the NAPLAN assessments online rather than 
pencil and paper tests. The Year 3 writing test will 
continue to be paper-based, but all other Year 3 tests 
will be online.  
Last year we participated in a school readiness test to 
prepare for the transition to NAPLAN Online. Our 
experience with the school readiness test confirmed that 
our school was ready to transition to online testing in 
2018. Our teachers and students will be involved in 
preparation and practice activities in the lead up to 
NAPLAN this year. This will include participating in a 

practice test during March, where students will have a 
further opportunity to become familiar with the types of 
questions they will be asked in NAPLAN Online.  
Please see the attached NAPLAN Online fact sheet 
for parents and carers. If you would like any further 
information about NAPLAN online please refer to 
the website https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-
and-learning/student-assessment/naplan-online 
 
Have a great week, 
Mrs Nicki Wakelin 
Assistant Principal 
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SCHOOL BANKING INFORMATION SESSION 
Ourimbah is excited to offer the Commonwealth Bank 
School Banking program to all students. 
 
School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way 
for young Australians to learn about money and develop 
good savings habits. Children who deposit money into 
their Youthsaver account through School Banking earn 
Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up and redeem 
for exciting rewards. 
School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. 
Our school receives $5 when a student makes their first 
ever School Banking deposit and 5% on every deposit 
made through the school (to a maximum of $10 per 
individual deposit). 
 
School Banking day is Thursday. Please hand your 
bank book to your teacher. 
 

ATTENTION PARENTS 
We will be holding a School Banking Information 
Session at our school:  
 
Time: 8.30 am – 9.15 am 
Date: Thursday, 15th March 
Location: Front Gate 
 
 
Please join us and find out more about the School 
Banking program and how your child can get 
involved.  
 
If you are interested in opening a Commonwealth Bank 
Youthsaver account for your child you can visit 
commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the 
link to open a Youthsaver account. A School Banking 
representative will be available at the Information 
Session to show you how you can do this. In order to 
verify yourself and your child, you will need your driver’s 
licence and your child’s birth certificate, but if you don’t 
have these with you on the day, you can complete 
verification online at home. 
 

DANCE GROUPS 
Congratulations to all the students who were successful 
in making it into the Senior and Junior Dance group this 
year. It was fantastic to see so many enthusiastic 
students who were interested in dance. Unfortunately, 
we were restricted to the number of students we could 
have in each dance group due to the Central Coast 
Dance Festival guide lines. We hope that all these 
students keep their passion for dance and think about 
joining the dance group later in the year that will be held 
for fun and fitness.  
Miss Adams, Miss Fuller & Mrs Wakelin 
 
COLES – SPORT FOR SCHOOLS 2018 
We are once again participating in the Coles Sport for 
Schools sports equipment voucher program. 
The students involved in the SRC will assist with 
organisation of the voucher collection in school. 
Please let all your family and friends know of Ourimbah 
Primary’s involvement and send your vouchers to 
school. 
The more vouchers, the more sports equipment! 
Thanks, Gary Edwards 
 

 
 
SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
School photos for this year will take place on Monday, 
12th March. Full SUMMER uniform is to be worn for the 
photos. Envelopes and notes with full information will be 
coming home soon. 
Please return your completed photo envelope and 
money on or before the photo day. All students must 



have their own envelope on the day, even if the 
payment is with a sibling. 
Sibling photo envelopes are available from the office 
and can be returned prior to photo day. 
 
VOLUNTARY SCHOOL CONTRIBUTIONS 
Our Voluntary Contributions for this year have been set 
at $48.00 per student. The voluntary contribution from 
our parents is an important part of school finances that 
contributes to our ability to ensure we have adequate 
resources in the classroom for your children. Our school 
delivers great learning programs for students and your 
support is appreciated.  
Payment of the contributions can be made via Parent 
Online Payment (POP) under the Voluntary 
Contributions tab or by cash or cheque and can be paid 
at the office or sent to the class teacher anytime from 
now on. 
 
PAYMENTS DUE NOW 

• Mathletics/Reading Eggs  
Kindergarten and new students - $35.00 
(includes headphones) 
Years 1-6 - $25.00 

• Textbooks - overdue 
Kindergarten – Year 2 only - $15.00 

• Voluntary School Contributions 
K-6 - $48.00 per student 

• CARES Bike Program 
Yrs 5 & 6 - $11.00 

 
NITBUSTERS DAY – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Our first Nitbusters Day for 2018 will be held on 
Tuesday, 6th March. Students will have their hair 
checked for head lice and parents will be informed by 
mail if your child needs treatment at home.  
We are once again calling on volunteers to help with 
this worthwhile program. If any parents are able to spare 
a few hours on Tuesday, 6th March from 9.00 am it 
would be very much appreciated. Morning tea will be 
supplied and what a great way for new parents to meet 
other members of our school community, whilst 
providing a great service for our students. Experience is 
not necessary as our coordinators will teach you. We 
look forward to seeing some new faces, as well as our 
regular helpers. Please contact the office if you would 
like to help. 
 
FREE BUS TRAVEL MORATORIUM HAS ENDED 
The Red Bus Company has advised us that the Free 
Travel Moratorium has now ended. At the start of the 
year the bus companies have a grace period of a few 
weeks where they allow students to board the buses 
even if they are not carrying their Opal Cards. This 
grace period has now ended and all students will need 
to swipe their Opal Card when they are boarding and 
leaving the bus.  

If you have applied for an Opal Card, but not yet 
received it, please send a copy of the application to 
school with your child to show the driver.  
 
VOLUNTEERING AT OPS 
When visiting or volunteering at school it is essential 
that you sign on in the book in the office foyer, indicating 
your arrival and departure times. This information is vital 
if an emergency procedure is required. Whilst on site 
you are required to wear a ‘Visitors Badge’. All 
volunteers/visitors must have completed and signed an 
Appendix 5 declaration and provide 100 points of 
identification. See the office staff to check validation, or 
for more information. 
 
PARENT ONLINE PAYMENT (POP) SYSTEM 
Our Parent Online Payment (POP) system is proving to 
be very popular. Parents can use this system to pay for 
excursions, performances, sport and voluntary 
contributions. 
You can find POP on our website under the ‘$ Make a 
Payment Tab’. Only fields marked with a green 
asterisk are mandatory, therefore invoice numbers 
and reference numbers are NOT needed.  
PLEASE NOTE: you can make multiple payments per 
student by adding a payment or opening a different tab; 
you DO NOT have to open a new session for each 
different payment. 
Payments can still be made via cash and cheques. 
 
SKOOLBAG APP 
Don’t forget that Ourimbah PS has a Skoolbag App. The 
app is very user friendly, allowing you to receive 
notifications and reminders for upcoming events. You 
can also view newsletters and submit absentee notes. 
Download your free Skoolbag App from the App Store 
now. 
 
P&C NEWS 
EASTER RAFFLE 
The time is fast approaching for our annual P&C Easter 
Raffle. As you know, we have been very fortunate in 
previous years to have some amazing prizes up for 
grabs, but it would not be possible without the donations 
of the community.  With less than 2 months until the 
raffle (Easter is quite early this year, 30th March – 2nd 
April); we are calling once again for families to donate 
some Easter chocolates and other items that can be 
used in our prize packs.  All donations can be brought to 
the office before school.   If you or someone you know 
has a business that would like to donate something to 
the prize pool, please contact the school and leave a 
message with the staff. Thank you in advance for your 
generosity and best of luck when the raffle comes 
around! 
 



 

 
 
 
 

P&C ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
14th March – see below 
 

 
 

 
 



UNIFORM SHOP  
Operating Hours – Mondays & Thursdays 
The opening hours for the uniform shop are as follows: 

Mondays 8.30 am - 9.15 am 
                          Thursdays 2.30 pm - 3.15 pm 
Online ordering via flexischools.com.au and eftpos are 
available in the Uniform Shop. Order forms are also 
available from the office with an option to make 
arrangements for collecting/paying at the canteen or 
from the uniform shop. 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS AND ADVERTISEMENTS 
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